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Synopsis

This authoritative and inspirational winetasting course, from one of the world’s leading wine
educators, provides a clear and precise means of teaching yourself how to taste and get more out
of your wine, whatever your level. Including everything you need to know about tasting wine, from
what equipment to use to how to taste and recognize the major grape varieties, it features nine
instructive tastings using a selection of widely available and affordable wines.The first edition of
Essential Winetasting won numerous prizes - this new, larger edition has been substantially
rewritten and updated with new illustrations, revised maps, and up-to-date statistics for the 2014
vintage.At the more advanced tasting level, there is a completely new section on perceiving and
recognizing quality, a comprehensive section on blind tasting, new material on organic, biodynamic

and natural wines, as well as information on gadgets and wine at home.
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Customer Reviews

The most effective winetasting manual ever written.A¢a -a ¢Bill Nesto MW, Beverage Business
USA

Michael Schuster trained in tasting in Bordeaux. In the early 1980s he helped create an
award-winning wine retail business, and since then he has worked as an independent writer,
consultant and lecturer, running his own wine school in north London with his wife Monika, a Cordon

Bleu trained chef. His tastings range from his foundation Beginners Course, to much sought after



events each May, where he coaches students in the demanding practicalities of Master of Wine
Blind Tasting.For many years he sat on the board of The Wine Society, one of Britain’s foremost
mail order merchants, and during its first ten years he chaired the Burgundy panel at Decanter’s
World Wine Awards. He is a regular contributor to The World of Fine Wine, writing their annual
Bordeaux en primeur report, for articles in which he was shortlisted for Feature Writer of the Year in
the Louis Roederer International Wine Writers’ Awards 2008. He lectures to amateurs and
professionals in the UK and abroad and in 2002 he was elected to the Academie Internationale du

Vin.

Schuster’s enthusiasm for wine drives this surprisingly detailed introduction to the entire wine
process, from vine to glass. For someone who loves wine and wants to know more, this book will be
impossible to put down. Schuster explains exactly how to taste wine, swirling, sniffing, spitting, and
swallowing. He explains wine tasting terms in a way that makes one want to pop a bottle of
whatever is handy to properly evaluate characteristics like brilliance. He includes simple recipes for
sweet, acid, and alcohol solutions that teach the tongue to be more discriminating. The latter portion
of the book puts it all to the test in several practical tastings with affordable wines he recommends to
purchase and compare. This is not an exhaustive reference book, but Schuster covers the major
grape varieties concisely, not superficially. There isn’t a boring sentence in this book and not one
word is wasted. The illustrations are vivid on high quality paper stock. The book’s dimensions in

inches are roughly 8" x 11" x 0.5".

This is the only practical tasting text on the market. You can read this book, follow the step-by-step
tasting exercises and really call yourself an experienced wine taster. Over 15 years ago | bought
this book and was thrilled that | wasn’t just getting a shopping list of 90+ point wines. This is a
textbook. This is an interactive class in the privacy of your own home. This book was a revelation to
me. | was a software programmer who loved to cook and this book set me on a path to become a
successful member of the wine trade. Five years ago | was privileged enough to attend one of Mr.
Schuster's Master Tasting workshops in London and his teaching style was as clear as this text.
After a decade of success in the wine trade | still return to this book to polish my tasting and suggest

to new students of wine as a solution to mastering their own tasting skills.

This is a great book for anyone who is interested in learning about wine, wine tasting, and food

pairing.



Make sure you have a glass ready to make a toast.....Essential Winetasting is written as a practical
application by which to enjoy the wonderful world of wines. The book is really a self guided
academic experience. The book is somewhat boring, but you can’t deny the fact that the author
knows what he is talking about. Filled with photos and practical ways of experiencing the wine! The

only thing missing is the wine itself....perhaps it could have used a scratch and sniff medium as well.

This book has an excellence knowledge about wine tasting. | will use this book as handbook to

develop our tropical fruit wine making.

Great resource! Highly recommended!

Thanks

it's very good, | very like it!
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